














Ich bin ein Berliner on the 26" June 1963, 22 months after the construction of the Berlin Wall, the American
President, John F. Kennedy, made a ground-breaking speech in Berlin. A crowd of 120,000 Berliners gathered in front of
the Schoneberg Rathaus (City Hall) to hear President Kennedy speak. They began gathering in the square long before he
was due to arrive and when he finally appeared on the podium they gave him an ovation of several minutes. The president
had just returned from a visit on foot to one of the Berlin Wall's most notorious crossing points, Checkpoint Charlie. He was
watched from the other side of the border by small groups of East Berliners unable even to wave because of the presence
of large groups of the East German People’s Police.

Freedom has many di culties and democracy is not perfect but we have never had to put a
wall up to keep our people in, to prevent them from leaving us. | want to say, on behalf of my
countrymen, who live many miles away on the other side of the Atlantic, who are far distant
from you, that they take the greatest pride that they have been able to share with you, even from

5 a distance, the story of the last 18 years. | know of no town, no city, that has been besieged for
18 years that still lives with the vitality and the force and the hope and the determination of the :
city of West Berlin. While the wall is the most obvious and vivid demonstration of the failures : 143
of the Communist system, for all the world to see, we take no satisfaction in it, for it is, as your :
Mayor has said, an 0 ense not only against history but an o ense against humanity, separating

v families, dividing husbands and wives and brothers and sisters, and dividing a people who wish
to be joined together.

What is true of this city is true of Germany real, lasting peace in Europe can never be assured
as long as one German out of four is denied the elementary right of free men, and that is to
make a free choice. In 18 years of peace and good faith, this generation of Germans has earned
¥ the right to be free, including the right to unite their families and their nation in lasting peace,
with good will to all people. You live in a defended island of freedom, but your life is part of the
main. So let me ask you as I close, to lift your eyes beyond the dangers of today, to the hopes
of tomorrow, beyond the freedom merely of this city of Berlin, or your country of Germany, to
the advance of freedom everywhere, beyond the wall to the day of peace with justice, beyond
2 yourselves and ourselves to all mankind. Freedom is indivisible, and when one man is enslaved,
all are not free.
When all are free, then we can look forward to that day when this city will be joined as one and
this country and this great Continent of Europe in a peaceful and hopeful globe. When that day
nally comes, as it will, the people of West Berlin can take sober satisfaction in the fact that they
2 were in the front lines for almost two decades. All free men, wherever they may live, are citizens of
Berlin, and, therefore, as a free man, | take pride in the words Ich bin ein Berliner .

Read the extract from the speech
and underline any words you do not
understand. Look the words up

in a dictionary.

In pairs, analyse the source and answer
the following questions.

1 Who did Kennedy address the speech to?
a the citizens of West Berlin
b the Soviets :
c the citizens of West Germany o
d all of the above :
2 Why did Kennedy make the speech?

3 What are the key messages of the speech?
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Mr. Gorbachey, tear down this wall! Ronald Reagan, the
President of United States from 1981-1989, is remembered by many
¢ people for the important speech he made in Berlin at the Brandenburg
i Gate on the 12" June 1987

In the 1950s, Khrushchev predicted: We will bury you . But in the West today, we see a free world that has
achieved a level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human history. In the Communist world, we
see failure, technological backwardness, declining standards of health, even want of the most basic kind  too
little food. Even today, the Soviet Union still cannot feed itself. After these four decades, then, there stands

5 before the entire world one great and inescapable conclusion: Freedom leads to prosperity. Freedom replaces
the ancient hatreds among the nations with comity and peace. Freedom is the victor.

And now the Soviets themselves may, in a limited way, be coming to understand the importance of freedom.

We hear much from Moscow about a new policy of reform and openness. Some political prisoners have been

released. Certain foreign news broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Some economic enterprises have been
10 permitted to operate with greater freedom from state control.

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet state? Or are they token gestures, intended to raise false

hopes in the West, or to strengthen the Soviet system without changing it? VWe welcome change and openness;

for we believe that freedom and security go together, that the advance of human liberty can only strengthen the

cause of world peace.  ere is one sign the Soviets can make that would be unmistakable, that would advance
15 dramatically the cause of freedom and peace.

General Secretary Gorbachey, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachey, tear

down this wall!

Read the extract from the speech and
underline any words you do not understand.
Look the words up in a dictionary.

In pairs analyse the source and answer the
following questions.

1 Who did Reagan address the speech to?

2 Why did Reagan make the speech?

3 What are the key messages of the speech?

Symbolic locations

The Brandenburg Gate, Berlin

This is one of the most well-known landmarks of Berlin and
Germany. It was built in the 18" Century as a symbol of peace
and was originally part of a wall surrounding Berlin and the
main entrance to the city. It is the only gate that remains of
this former city wall. It was badly damaged during the Second
World War. After the war and the division of Berlin, the gate
was located near the border between East and West Berlin,
just inside the Soviet sector. It became a symbol of a divided
city. When the Berlin Wall fell in 1989, people rushed to the
reopened Brandeburg Gate to celebrate.

Read this quote from President von
Weizsacker, the President of the Federal
Republic of Germany from 1984 to 1994.
“The German question is open as long as the
Brandenburg Gate is closed”

What do you think he means by this?




Berlin during the Cold War
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8™ May 1945
End of Second

World War; Berlin
is divided into 4

sectors.

24" June 1948
(@)

25 June 1948
The Berlin Airlift

/ begins.

12 May 1949

@ \
234 May 1949 The
Federal Republic
of Germany is
/ founded (West
30" September Germany)

1949 End of Berlin
Airlift.

between East
and West
Germany and
between East
Germany and
West Berlin is
closed. Only the
border between

East and West 13" August 1961

Berlin is still open.

(©)

14" August 1961
The Brandenburg

Gate is closed. x

26™ August 1961
All crossing points

are closed for West
26" June 1963 Berlin citizens.

17t December

Berliners may visit

4
1963 West
/ East Berlin for the
3 Septembér first time after
1971 Four Powers' 2 years.

Agreement over
Berlin — visiting
becomes easier for
West Berliners.

12 June 1987

D/ G
9" November 1989

(6)
227 December
1989 The
Brandenburg Gate
is opened.

3 October

1990 Germany is

reunited.

STUDYING SOURCES

Often primary and
secondary sources may not
always introduce events in
chronological order. In this
case a timeline will help
you understand the events
and study them in the order
they happened. Identify

the main facts or events
and the date in which they
took place and then list
them in the order they took

N

place. To make a timeline
more visual you can draw
a straight line down the
centre of your page. Mark
the centre of the line and
other small marks at equal
distances to mark the
passage of time. You can
mark time in months, days
or years or centuries and
write the event under each
line marked.

Complete the timeline about the Berlin Wall.
Put these six events (a-f) in the correct

order (1-6).

a The end of the Berlin Blockade.
b The Berlin Wall is torn down.
¢ The Berlin Wall is built overnight, separating

May 26" 1952 x
The border 7t October

1949 German
Democratic
Republic is
founded (East
Germany).

East Berlin from West Berlin.

d President Ronald Reagan visits Berlin and

urges Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to tear

down the Berlin Wall.

e The start of the Berlin Blockade.
f President J.F. Kennedy visits Berlin
and says “Ich bin ein Berliner”

Name: RoNALD WiLsSON
REAGAN

Born: 6" February 1911 in
Tampico, lllinois

Died: 5" June 2004 in Cali-
fornia, aged 93

Education: Harvard Uni-
versity

Biography: Reagan was
the 40" president of the
United States. Before he
became a politician, Rea-
gan was an actor and he
appeared in many Holly-
wood films, including lots
of Westerns. He finished
acting in 1964 and entered
politics, becoming the gov-
ernor of California, from
1967 to 1975. He is regard-
ed as a key figure in the
collapse of the Soviet Un-
ion and the end of the Cold
War. Reagan’s anti-Soviet
rhetoric and increased de-
fence spending is consid-
ered by many to be a a key
factor in bringing the Cold
War to an end because it
forced the USSR to recog-
nise it could not compete
with the American-led cap-
italist West. Although key
events are rarely the result

of one person’'s actions
alone, Gorbachev himself
admitted that his policies of
glasnost and perestroika,
aimed at making Com-
munism work and being
more open were influenced
by his belief that the

USSR in the early 80s was
spending an enormous
amount of money keeping
up with the arms race and
financing its Warsaw Pact
allies to the detrimental ef-
fects on Soviet society and
that this had to change.

145

lesson 2



The fall of the Berlin Wall

lesson

= What do you know about the events that led to the fall
of the Berlin Wall?

East German border guards
watch West Germans tear down
the Wall.

146 that also led to the fall of the wall.

e Soviets ruled over the Eastern
Bloc Allies with an iron _st, forcing
them to follow Soviet communist
policy. Another policy introduced
under Gorbachev, jokingly called
the Sinatra Doctrine, after singer
Frank Sinatras famous song, My
Way, allowed the Eastern Bloc
governments to make their own
decisions to a far greater extent.

is led directly to a second key
event: the opening of the

The events tha’[ |ed stimulate economic reform. One of ~ Hungarian border.

these was glasnost, which allowed 3 Hungary, like all other Warsaw

[=!

Scan for audio fence between the two countries, 2™ May
lesson 3 1989.

to the fa” Of the 1 Soviet citizens greater opportunity ~ Pact countries, had closed its
. to voice discontent with their border with neighbouring Austria,
Bel’| N Wa” government and freer as part of the Iron Curtain
dissemination of news and division. In 1989, Hungary began
n 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev information within the country.  to allow people free passage to
became the leader of the 15 With this, Gorbachev opened a Austria. East Germans quickly
communist party in the Soviet crack in the communist regime realized that it was easy for them to
Union. He realised that the Russian  that would eventually lead to the travel to Hungary, since it was an
s and Eastern Bloc economies were destruction of the Berlin Wall and Eastern Bloc nation, and from
falling behind the West and the Soviet Union itself. s there they could escape to the
brought in several policies to o ere were several other key events ~ West.  ousands of people crossed

Mikail Gorbachey,
the leader of the
USSR at time of the
fall of the Wall.
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